[bookmark: _Toc198143407]5.7  Tree Policy  
AGYC Covenants embrace a tree policy that strives to preserve as much view as possible, while at the same time removing as few trees as possible.  No trees greater than 5” in diameter at any height may be removed from any property without appropriate documentation and approval.  Owners of existing homes are required to plant a five (5) gallon or larger new tree for every tree removed greater than 5” in diameter within six (6) months of tree removal.  Location within property boundaries and type of the replacement tree is up to the discretion of the owner.  Lack of tree replacement is a minor violation, see Appendix H.  Owners are responsible for removing all debris following tree removal within 30 days.  

AGYC shall be held harmless from any problems occurring as a result of this policy.  Anyone causing damage to AGYC property shall be held responsible for repairing the damage.  

See Appendix H for unauthorized tree removal.

A. [bookmark: _Toc198143408]Tree Committee
1. Removal of Trees.  Owners of existing homes or lots, not involved with construction activities, shall submit written or website requests to the Tree Committee before removing any tree over 5” in diameter at any height.  This request must include the plan for planting new tree(s).  Replacement tree planting exemptions are at the discretion of the Tree Committee.  Factors taken into consideration include proximity of trees to a dwelling, health of trees, safety concerns and view restrictions.  
2. Unsafe or Menace.  Trees declared by a qualified forester to be unsafe or a menace to life or property shall be removed by the owner, at owner expense.  The owner shall submit written or website request, prior to removal, to the Tree Committee.

B. [bookmark: _Toc198143409]Building & Architectural Committee
1. Accessibility & Perk Tests.  Lot owners may “brush” or remove vegetation from their lot for accessibility and as necessary to conduct perk tests.  Brushing may include removal of small trees less than 5” in diameter.
2. Construction.  Owners shall submit detailed plans to the B&A Committee for any tree removal required for construction activities.  The final determination shall be included in the B&A plan approval.   
3. Views.  If during construction, an owner is concerned views are unreasonably obstructed by a neighbors’ trees, the owner shall first contact the tree owner to discuss removal or topping of such trees. 
a. If the tree owner agrees, the request for the desired action shall be submitted to the B&A Committee.  
b. If the tree owner does not agree, the B&A Committee may require the tree be removed or topped, in consultation with the Tree Committee, at the expense of the owner/resident requesting removal or topping.
C. [bookmark: _Toc198143410]General Manager
1. AGYC Property.  Trees or vegetation located on any AGYC property may not be removed, altered, or displaced, except to gain rights-of-way to owners’ property, without approval from the Board.  Committees Entities seeking to remove trees or vegetation from AGYC common areas shall submit a written plan or basis for removal.  AGYC is required to plant a new tree for every tree removed.  Requests shall be submitted to the GM, who consults with the appropriate committee before submitting the request to the Board.
2. Developer.  Special circumstances may arise, whereby the developer wishes to remove trees or indigenous growth from their own property (not involving construction) or AGYC property.  Requests are submitted to the GM.  If warranted, the Board takes action at the next meeting.
3. 3.  Golf Course.  When maintaining AGYC property, the Green Superintendent will obtain GM approval when removing vegetation, trees less than 5” in diameter, or tree limbs as needed.  Trees over 5” in diameter shall have Board approval prior to removal.  AGYC is required to plant a new tree for every tree removed.  Any exceptions require Board approval.


7.0 Standing and Special Committees
Q. [bookmark: _Toc198143437]Tree Committee
The Tree Committee is responsible for reviewing all requests for tree removal not involving new construction or other B&A projects.  This Committee acts in an advisory capacity to B&A when tree removal is proposed outside the 10’ construction footprint.  This Committee also acts in an advisory capacity to the Greens Committee and GM for any trees in the AGYC common areas.

The Committee consists of a Chair and at least three (3) members.  (See section 5.7 Tree Policy)  


9.3 [bookmark: _Toc198143455] Penalties for Rule & Policy Violations
[bookmark: _Toc198143457]B. Major Rule and Policy Violations
h. Unauthorized removal of trees greater than 5” in diameter without prior approval (per Policy 5.). See Appendix H.

Appendix D – Construction Guidelines
Lot Clearing Review:  ON-SITE VISITS REQUIRED prior to lot clearing, with ALL trees marked/flagged;               
2d on-site visit required prior to pouring any concrete 
Trees with a diameter of greater than 5” (at any height) within 10’ of construction footprint may be removed; trees outside 10’ require consultation with Tree Committee for damage, disease, danger, unsafe or menace

