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In the fall, one of Alderbrook’s iconic vistas on the golf course is the backdrop of sweet gum trees and Douglas fir behind
the 15th green, seen here on October 24. Billie Hendrickson and Mickey Morgan, members of the Beautification
Committee, were involved in planting these trees in the early 1990s. The sweet gum’s stunning foliage is a sight to behold,
turning beautiful shades of scarlet, yellow and orange, and the leaves remain on the trees into late fall and early winter,
prolonging nature’s annual spectacle.
Photo courtesy of Lloyd Bankson

Report from the GM—Jim Repeta 360-898-2560 gm@alderbrookgolf.com
Dear Alderbrook Golf & Yacht Club Members:
Hello! I want to begin my first column as General Manager by greeting all the Alderbrook Golf
& Yacht Club members and staff and saying how happy I am to be here.
Please join me in a sincere thank you with much appreciation to Tim Micek. He provided a
steady hand and confident leadership to AGYC members and their families and to the AGYC
team in the absence of a General Manager for five-plus months. Thank you, Tim! A special thank you to Carol
Norbeck for allowing Tim to take on the role of GM, in addition to his duties as President of the Board of
Directors. Thank you, Carol! A sincere thank you to the entire AGYC team for all the extra support that you
have given to make things run smoothly. Thank you!

Continued on page 2
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Report from the GM—Jim Repeta 360-898-2560 gm@alderbrookgolf.com Conntinued from Page 1
November marks the month for us to offer thanks for many things. I would like to thank you, the AGYC
members, the Board of Directors, the various committees and our entire staff for your passion and dedication in
making the Alderbrook Golf & Yacht Club the best it can be. Thank you!
I am honored and proud to have been selected to be the new AGYC General Manager and look forward to the
fantastic journey that lies ahead. Hospitality is a team sport. We are fortunate to have a great group of
professionals who are working hard daily to build relationships and community. Our goal will always be to try
and improve daily. We want the AGYC to be your favorite place to be.
Thank you in advance for following all the COVID-19 protocols, which include wearing a mask in the
Clubhouse and dining areas; social distancing; limiting tables to a maximum of eight people sitting six feet
apart; washing your hands frequently; avoiding handshakes; and using hand sanitizer frequently. When eating or
drinking in the dining areas, please ensure that your mask is on when the server is taking your order and when
you are not eating or drinking. Until Governor Inslee declares Mason County to be in Phase 4, cards, dominoes
and Mahjong cannot be played at the Clubhouse.
If there is a suggestion as to how we can better serve you, please let me know by calling 360-898-2560, ext 2;
send me an email at gm@alderbrookgolf.com; stop by the Business Office or flag me at the Clubhouse. I would
like to personally wish you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving.
Hope to see you at the Club!
Jim

September 2020 Financial Report
Operations Income
Operations Expenses
Operations Net income
Less Loan Expense income:
Adjusted Operation income:

Actual: $217,228
Actual: $198,901
Actual: $ 18,327
($ 6,018)
$ 12,309

Budget: $ 253,002
Budget: $ 267,539
Budget: $ -14,538

Reserve Income
Reserve Expenses
Reserve Net Income

Actual: $ 27,184
Actual: $ 5,641
Actual: $ 21,543

Budget: $ 28,857
Budget: $
0.00
Budget:$ 28,857

Account Balances
Operating Funds:
Contingency Funds:
Debt Service Account Funds:
CH Assessment Reserve:
Reserve Funds:

$ 148,927
$ 18,858
$ 23,449
$ 12,897
$ 747,510

.

Foremast Team
Julie Hinman, Kelly Holtz, Mary
Gin Kennedy, Chuck Piazza,
Glenda Stone
Glenda Stone, Advertising
57glendas@gmail.com
Submission DEADLINE:
No later than the
22nd of each month
If you would like to place an ad in
the Foremast, please contact Glenda
Stone. If you have a name, address
or phone number change, would
like an event to be included in the
monthly calendar or have other
questions, please contact Mary Gin
Kennedy, 206-853-1649.

Parcel Summary
AGYC Lots for Sale
13
AGYC Common Area Lots
27
Private lots in good standing
518
Private lots delinquent
17
Alderbrook Properties, LLC lots
142
Total 717

Note: This newsletter contains
material submitted by third parties.
Alderbrook Golf & Yacht Club
cannot be held responsible for any
illegality arising from error,
omission or inaccuracy in such
material.
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AGYC Board Meeting Summary
A copy of the complete Board minutes, along with all reports submitted at the meeting, can be seen
on the AGYC website or in the Business Office.
Your AGYC Board met on October 19, 2020, via Zoom and took action on the following:
• Approved tree removals at:
• 270 E Michelle Drive
• 810 E Beach Drive
• Approved to update the Columbia Bank Account #1974 signatures with the General Manager, Board
President and Treasurer.
• Approved a gift certificate for Tim Micek in the amount of $1,500 for use at the AGYC Golf Shop for new
clubs as a thank you for volunteering as Acting General Manager for several months.
• ESA Addendum #7, in the amount of $4,056.20. This increases the budget from $357,168 to $361,224.20.
Funds to be paid from Roads & Drainage Special Assessment.
• Approved ESA Addendum #8, in the amount of $22,100 to cover ESA work related to the Clubhouse Pond
Liner and Septic System. Funds to be paid from General Reserve Fund.
• Approved the amount of $110,301 for the Michelle Neighborhood Storm Drain Improvements, which
includes the use of Roads & Drainage Special Assessment contingency funds of $76,039. Funds to be paid
from the Roads & Drainage Special Assessment.
• Accepted the offers for parcels #321045400120, #321095000008, #500035, #5200046 in the amount of
$9,000 as part of the current incentive program.
• Countered the offer for parcel #321095000067 (21 E Blueberry Hill) at $20,000, including incentives.
Upcoming meetings are:
Board Meeting – Monday, November 16, 2020, at 6pm via Zoom.

Photo courtesy of
Colleen
McEachin
Letter of Appreciation from
the Board of Directors.
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Tim Micek, AGYC Board President
It has been several weeks since we announced the hiring of Jim Repeta, our new AGYC General
Manager. I am pleased to advise you that he has hit the ground running and is adapting to his
new role and responsibilities in a very effective way.
During the past couple of weeks, while working closely with Jim, I have been able to observe
his first interactions with some of our members, department heads and a couple of our business
partners in the Union area. He has impressed me with the way he handles the various questions
he has responded to and the enthusiasm he expresses when talking with others. Jim and I have
already had numerous conversations about the many issues and opportunities that he will be dealing with as he
moves forward towards helping us to continuously grow our wonderful community. The feedback that I have
received from those who have already interfaced with Jim has also been positive and leads me to believe that he
will be a good leader and represent AGYC well, both within our community and with those whom he
encounters outside of our community. Knowing that it will take several more weeks for Jim to fully take on all
the responsibilities that come with this important position, we have established a transition plan that will allow
this to occur in a smooth and controlled manner.
I am confident that, as you get to know Jim and experience his management style and capabilities, you will
agree he will prove to be an effective and successful leader for AGYC.
I also wish to take a moment to express a heartfelt “Thank You” to all our very talented employees and the
many volunteers whom I worked with during the time I was the interim AGYC GM. Your support and
willingness to perform at such a high level, during an uncertain time, and doing it with a temporary leader, made
me so very proud to be a part of your team.

Introducing Our New General Manager – Jim Repeta
By Foremast Team Member Mary Gin Kennedy

AGYC’s new General Manager, Jim Repeta, comes to Alderbrook with more than 30 years of
experience in the private golf club industry, primarily in Texas, Pennsylvania and the Midwest.
He started his career as executive chef at the Austin Country Club when legendary golf
instructor Harvey Penick was still teaching there. During his career, he has worn both an
executive chef’s toque and a general manager/chief operating officer’s hat. He has been a
member of the Club Managers Association of America (CCMA) since 1991and is a Certified
Club Manager, a Certified Chief Executive and a member of CCMA’s Honor Society.
Jim is a native of Cleveland, Ohio. Growing up in a USAF family, he lived in a number of
places until his father was killed in Vietnam. He moved to Nebraska as a young child and
New GM Jim
Repeta attends the considers the state his home. An Eagle Scout, he attended Kearney State College (now the
October 19 Board University of Nebraska-Kearney) and Texas Christian University (TCU) in Fort Worth where
he studied business administration. A diehard supporter of the Nebraska Cornhuskers and the
of Directors
meeting via Zoom. TCU Horned Frogs football teams, he says, “I bleed both red and purple.” He’s always been a
Russell Wilson fan.
Jim is married to Andrea (“Andy”), who is a Regional Sales Manager for Dianne’s Fine Desserts. She plans to
join Jim here and will travel for her job and work remotely. Their daughter Ellen is a TCU graduate and just
finished her Master’s degree at the University of Texas at Dallas. The Repetas are feline aficionados, but Jim
hastily added that they love dogs, too. They plan on becoming pet parents again, one of each, when they are
settled here. Jim enjoys golf and the outdoors.
For Jim, hospitality is a team sport, and he’s all about serving the members, looking for incremental
improvements, removing obstacles and being as transparent as possible. He arrives with his sleeves rolled up,
ready to get to work. Jim is committed to excellence and protecting and promoting the AGYC brand. He believes
in collaborative team leadership, fiscally responsible operations, solid core values and strong ethics and integrity.
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New Ad Hoc Traffic Committee Focuses on Safety

By Michael Johnston, Vice President of the Board of Directors
AGYC’s posted speed limit was lowered to 20 mph last year in hopes of improving traffic safety. Your Board of
Directors recently created an ad hoc Traffic Committee to research any other actions or devices that can improve
traffic safety. As a first step, with the assistance of the Mason County Sheriff’s Office, we will place a radar
tracker and counting unit on several of our local roads to track actual speeds and number of vehicles. After the
traffic data has been validated, the Traffic Committee intends to advise the Board of our findings and
recommendations. The committee will also begin an education and verification process to improve overall traffic
safety. This will not be a one-step fix. We anticipate this effort will continue indefinitely.
Addressing traffic issues here at Alderbrook must include all vehicles (cars, bikes, golf carts, etc.)
as well as pedestrians and golfers. A main reason for lowering the speed limit to 20 mph was to
improve sharing the roads with pedestrians, bicycles, golfers and golf carts. Because we have few
sidewalks, vehicle drivers must share our roads with these other users. So beyond looking out for
the occasional deer or other animal, we should all be aware of our speed when nearing any other
user. Additionally, our roads are narrow and have blind corners, climbs and descents, so your speed
is critical to the safety of everyone.
Here are some safety tips for non-vehicle users from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be predictable. Follow the rules of the road and obey signs and signals.
Walk on sidewalks whenever they are available.
Without sidewalks, walk FACING traffic and as far from it as possible.
Keep alert, no electronic devices to divert your attention.
Where possible, cross streets at crosswalks or intersections, where drivers expect pedestrians. Look for cars
in all directions.
Never assume a driver sees you. Make eye contact with drivers as they approach and make sure you are seen.
Be visible at all times. Wear bright clothing during the day and reflective materials or use flashlights at night.
Watch for cars entering or exiting driveways.
Avoid alcohol and drugs when walking; they impair your abilities and judgment.

The ad hoc committee has an email address at AGYCTraffic@yahoo.com. Any comments can be sent there or
communicated directly to one of the five members. They are Ron Bock, Ron Edwards, Mike Johnston, Ian
Roberts and Paul Strapac.

Dawn Hayman - AGYC Staff Star in October
The Business Office is pleased to announce the return of our AGYC Stars Employee Recognition Program,
which was suspended last spring when the pandemic began. The program recognizes AGYC employees for
demonstrating exceptional work performance in areas such as credibility, respect, fellowship, commitment and
customer service.
Office Administrator Dawn Hayman is October’s AGYC Staff Star. She was nominated
by her fellow employees and community members for her willingness to step up to the
challenges faced by the Business Office during the past five months, her positive, helpful
attitude during this stressful time and the tremendous extra workload she has shouldered
since June. Dawn’s office door is always open to welcome AGYC members and staff to a
place they feel comfortable and where they can ask questions and voice their concerns. In
return, they receive friendship and compassion. Thank you, Dawn!
5
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The Building and Architectural Committee

By Rhonda Westover, Chair of the Building and Architectural Committee

The Building and Architectural (B&A) Committee met on Monday, October 12, 2020, via Zoom. The minutes from
the September 14, 2020, meeting were approved and are available on the AGYC website.
Under Old Business, the B&A Committee discussed how to move forward with its storage/RV locations project; Dan
Wesley and Wayne Haesel will meet to discuss contact with Mason County. The committee also discussed comments
from the Board of Directors regarding its proposed revisions to the Construction Guidelines. In addition, the
committee discussed whether adding the Tree Committee to the B&A Committee as a subcommittee would benefit
owners and contractors and what that consolidation might look like. The Tree Committee will be contacted for input,
and further discussion is scheduled for November. A brief discussion was held of what constitutes an “aged” permit,
and what action, if any, is required by the committee. The question of whether the committee would support Dark
Sky compliant lighting for new construction was postponed until November.
The B&A Committee reviewed the status of pending projects: 20 E Blackberry Lane (new home approved); 220 E
Blackberry Lane (new home approved); 31 E Bowsprit Lane (concrete carport pad approved); 470 E Country Club
Drive E (new home approved); 641 E Country Club Drive E (screening for propane tank approved); 791 Country
Club Drive E (screening fence approved); 900 E Country Club Drive E (modify/replace decks approved); 111 E
Country Club Drive N (new home approved); 120 E Country Club Drive N (new home approved and variance
granted); 151 E Country Club Drive N (new home approved); 60 E Country Club Drive W (landscaping plan
accepted; installation of trench, septic line, water line, electric for RV hookup, 6-foot cedar fence from accessory
garage to back of lot approved); 121 E Country Club Drive W (new home permit reissued approved); 20 E Eastwood
Court (fence for screening approved); 50 E Eastwood Lane (new home, variances approved); 110 E Eastwood Lane
(new home approved); 21 E Flaggwood Lane (front porch and screening fence approved); 170 E Flaggwood Lane
(hot tub under deck approved); 20 E Ginny Lane (new home approved); 21 E Ginny Lane (new home approved); 111
E Hemlock Lane (new home approved); 280 E Hemlock Lane (new home and detached garage approved); 350 E
Jack Pine Lane (new home with variance approved); 30 E Madrona Lane (new home approved); 1480 E Manzanita
Drive (new home approved); 1520 E Manzanita Drive (privacy fence approved); 1540 E Manzanita Drive (new
home/Alderbrook Properties approved); 1670 E Manzanita Drive (fence approved); 41 E Michelle Drive (landscape
plan accepted; new home approved); 60 E Michelle Drive (new home approved); 291 E Michelle Drive (4-foot
fence approved); 60 E Paintbrush Lane (new home approved); 101 E Rhododendron (screening fence approved); 11
E Susan Lane (storage shed approved); 131 E Susan Lane (new home approved); 150 E Susan Lane (shed approved);
240 E Susan Lane (new home approved); 81 E Vine Maple Lane (storage shed/cart barn approved), 460 E Vine
Maple Lane (landscape plan accepted; retaining wall, black chain link and vegetative fencing, golf ball netting, and
exterior house paint colors approved); 1071 Vine Maple Lane (screening fence approved); and 180 E Westwood
Lane W (replace propane tank; screening plan to be submitted).
Under New Business, the B&A Committee ratified a mid-month approval at 110 E Jack Pine Lane (remove four trees
for drain field replacement, approved). The committee also considered new applications: 121 E Country Club Drive
N (new home approved); 41 E Ginny Lane (maintenance projects - no approval required); 231 E Hemlock Lane (new
home approved); 51 E Susan Lane (new home approved); 200 E Susan Lane (new home with 5-foot rear setback
variance approved), 330 E Vine Maple Lane (backyard gazebo approved); 1150 E Vine Maple Lane (new home with
3‘4“ setback from front dripline [21’8”] approved); and 30 E Eastwood Court (landscape plan accepted; retaining
wall, sauna approved).
The committee postponed action on the following applications until November: 60 Dogwood Lane (waiting for
complete AGYC application for garage/carport/shed); and 150 Flaggwood Lane (dimensions, more information on
greenhouse and fenced garden on golf course side, fence/privacy screening, retaining wall, covered porch).
The next regular B&A Committee meeting will be on Monday, November 9, 2020, at 2pm via Zoom. The Zoom link
will be sent out by eblast the week of November 2, along with a draft Agenda. If you have comments about new or
pending projects, please contact the B&A Committee Chair at RhondaAtAlderbrook@gmail.com.
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November 7 Is Your Last Chance This Year for Free Yard Waste Disposal
By Jeff Bickford, Chair of the Environment Committee

Make sure to take advantage of your last chance to get rid of your yard debris at no cost at
the Organics Collection Site (OCS) on Saturday, November 7, from 10am to 12pm. This is
the only day that the facility will be open in November, and it won't be open again until the
first weekend in March. Gather up your leaves, needles and prunings and bring them down
to the OCS. After November 7, you can either hang onto the material until next spring, or
take it to an off-site disposal site, such as the Union Transfer Station located on McReavy
Road. Remember, we do not accept blackberry vines, ivy, scotch broom or grass clippings.
Twelve AGYC residents got together on October 24 to spread beauty around the community by planting
daffodil bulbs in several locations. This annual event has been sponsored by the Environment Committee for a
number of years. Volunteers also relocated several rhododendrons that had to be moved out of the way of the
septic drain field replacement project by the first fairway. Thanks to everyone who participated.
The Environment Committee will meet on Saturday, November 14, at 10am via Zoom.

Floating in the Tree Tops
By an AGYC Member

Imagine swaying gently in the air enjoying the fresh scent of pine, fir and cedar while riding high on the trunk of
a tall tree. That’s where John Dennehy of Double J Tree &Wood spends much of the day as he removes dead
and decaying branches from compromised trees, a practice known as “limbing.” In this case, John is felling a
Doug fir and a Jack pine with a split top. Both removals were recommended by the Tree Committee and
approved by the Board of Directors.
What is simply amazing, while observing John and his stalwart partner Andy Riley at work, is the precision with
which each limbed tree branch is handled. Their skill ensures that plants and bushes below remain unharmed
and will benefit from the increased light streaming through the thinned branches.
The only equipment John uses to ascend the trees
are his strong body assisted by ropes he wraps
around the trunk and the gaffers, or leg braces,
he personally made that he attaches to his own
limbs to provide a sturdy foundation for his tree
hikes. Once the limbs are on the ground, Andy
hauls them to the nearby woodchipper.

Tree limbing looks like such dangerous work,
yet John has been at it for over 40 years. He and
his wife have built a successful tree removal and
trimming service in Union that keeps him busy.
John states he is reluctant to remove trees unless
they are decaying or dead because “trees give us
fresh air; they give us life.” Then, with his
Andy Riley feeds branches into a
blazing blue eyes focused skyward, John is
woodchipper, which reduces them
ready to climb another tree. He and his team
to wood chips in seconds.
bring beauty to our community. He’s out on a
limb and loving it!
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October.
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Wildfires, Earthquakes and Survival Kits

By Tracey Lopez, Chair of the Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee
The Emergency Preparedness Advisory Committee (EPAC) has been busy for the last two months. Members
have met weekly on Wednesdays at 4pm via Zoom and will continue to do so. If anyone is interested in joining
our EPAC meetings, email chair Tracey Lopez at Traceyelopez@gmail.com.
In September, EPAC focused on a campaign to make AGYC residents more aware of wildfire dangers, provided
information on ways to protect property and offered property surveys courtesy of Mason County Fire District #6.
Wildfires will remain a focus, and the committee will be revisiting this topic in the spring.
October provided an opportunity to bring awareness to earthquake preparedness. October 15 was the annual
Great Washington Shake Out. The committee urged all residents to be aware of the hazards associated with
earthquakes and of the ways to increase their safety when the “big one” occurs.
In November, EPAC will begin a campaign to challenge AGYC residents to create a three-day
survival kit. Information on what this kit should contain will be forthcoming. The goal at the end
of the challenge on January 1, 2021, is for all AGYC residents to have three days of the
suggested survival items on hand. Additional challenges will focus on increasingly long periods
of self-sufficiency due to planned and unplanned emergencies.

WSWPLA
A four-person, two best net balls, was the final competition for the last WSWPLA event
of the year. On October 3, the four-person team (randomly grouped by Golf Genius) of
Jan Fitzgerald, Jean Fields and two ladies from Madrona Links took First Place in Flight
3 with a net 127! Congratulations to Jan and Jean! Seen here at the tournament are, left
to right, Jean Fields, Rhonda Westover and Jan Fitzgerald.
The Washington State Women’s Public Links Association (WSWPLA) is a fun
organization where women from around the state play with other women with similar
handicaps. We have a great time traveling to and playing courses around Washington. If
you are interested in joining us next year, feel free to contact your WSWPLA Trustees,
Jean Fields or Rhonda Westover, for more information. The first event of each year is
held in mid-April. Hit’em straight!
Photo courtesy of Rhonda Westover and the Best Western Hotel in Cle Elum
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From the Head Golf Professional—Sam Smith
What a year 2020 has been! First, we were shut down just as the golf season was about to start,
and then when we re-opened in May, we had one of the busiest peak seasons on record for
AGYC! We in the Golf Shop would like to thank you all for being patient during the re-opening
and with all the constant changes during this summer.
Because of the pandemic, we are going to witness another first – The Masters
Tournament in November instead of April! The 2020 Masters is scheduled for
November 12-15 and will be broadcast on ESPN and CBS, as usual. Hopefully,
we will get to see some excitement on the Back-9 on the 15th, but we will not hear the roars of
the crowd that we’re accustomed to as no patrons will be present.

While the summer months have come and gone, there will still be plenty of great days to enjoy the course
during the winter months. We will begin teeing off on #10 as the first hole starting on Monday, November 2.
This allows for easier times during frost delays and accommodates the Snow Queen and Snow King
competitions.
Speaking of frost delays, we have a new procedure for this winter. When we have a frost delay, the
Maintenance Crew will notify the Golf Shop by 8am and will set a time for play to begin. The Golf Shop staff
will then send out an email to the membership and to those with tee times that day to communication the
delayed start time. We will then go through the tee sheet and adjust tee times for the delay. Tee times will be
adjusted by 9am, and golfers are encouraged to call the Golf Shop for their adjusted tee times. Our goal is to
both service those who are playing and minimize congestion around the Clubhouse.
Rain is always associated with the upcoming season. As a result, we will see frequent changes to the rules for
golf carts. Please remember that there are three levels of cart rules with colors associated with each. The color
codes are Green, Blue and Red.
✓

When the sign is Green, carts use the 90-Degree Rule.

✓

When the sign is Blue, all golf carts must remain on the cart path except for those with approved handicap
flags. They may use the 90-Degree Rule.

✓

When the sign is Red, all carts must remain on the cart path for the entirety of the course. It is also a great
idea to carry a sand bottle with you onto into the fairway on days when we are cart path only so you can fill
any divots and help keep the course in the amazing shape it’s been in.

If you have any questions about the cart path rules, please feel free to contact me, and I can answer your
questions.
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Men’s Club News By Mark Maxfield

Under the circumstances, I believe it has been a very successful Men’s Club season. Participation has been very
good, and thanks to the efforts of Mike Lambert, Mike Johnston, Sam Smith and Grant Cation, most of our
“games” have been offered this year. Kudos also to Chad Johnson and his Maintenance Crew for keeping the
course in pristine shape. When I mention to people that I recently moved to the Alderbrook golf community, I’m
proud of the positive comments I receive: “I love playing that course,” and "They really keep that course in
excellent shape," and “People are so friendly there!” COVID-19 can’t keep us down.
Drum Roll! It is time to hand out the hardware for the 2020 season!
Blue Tee Champion:
Joel Watters
White Tee Champion:

Michael Johnston

Green Tee Champion:

Dick Drenckpohl

Captain’s Cup Champion:

Curt Creswell (-9)

Most Improved Player of the Year:

Neal Bailey (index 22.4 to
15.8)

On Saturday, October 10, the Brook Cup was held, featuring the Mike
Johnston-led Utah Utes against Mike Lambert’s Colorado Buffaloes. In a
stunning display of golf skill, the Utes skinned the Buffaloes 17.5 to 6.5.
The winning team members were Larry Morris, Paul Johansson, Wally
Good, Bob Haselwood, Dan Fluke, Ladd Dooley, Doug Trogstad,
Michael Johnston, Curt Creswell, Jerry Clausen, Joel Watters and Mark
Maxfield.

Men’s Club newcomer Bruce Johnston
(far left) joins Ron McClean, Michael
Johnston and Doug Trogstad to play
golf on a beautiful fall day on Hole #15.
Photo courtesy of Mark Maxfield

A few reminders for the rest of the year:
•

Continue to post scores until November 14. Posting will begin again on April 1, unless you are traveling to a
state during the winter months that still requires posting.

•

The Men’s Club will continue to provide competitions during the winter months. Wednesdays will be Medal
play and Fridays we will compete in Points.

Recent Men’s Club weekly results:
Wednesday, September 23 (Mutt & Jeff):

Flight 1:

Dan Nicholsen

Wednesday, September 30 (Best 9 Holes):

Flight 1:
Flight 2:

Dan Fluke (-7)
Richard Ives (-7)

Friday, October 2 (Medal Play):

Flight 1:
Flight 2:

Neal Bailey (-5)
Jim Chihara (-3)

Wednesday, October 7 (Medal Play):

Flight 1:
Flight 2:

Neal Bailey (-1); John Bunting (-1)
Dennis Flannigan (-2)

Friday, October 9 (Points):

Flight 1:

David Newmark (39); Michael Johnston (39)

Wednesday, October 14 (O.N.E.S.):

Flight 1:

Richard Ives (-3)

Friday, October 16 (Points):

Flight 1:

Dan Fluke (36); Andrew Hanke (36);
Jerry Clausen (36)

Saturday, October 17 (Turkey Shoot - Medal Play):

Gary Gozart (-4); Sandy Dunsire (-4)

Top 12 received $20 gift cards: Jerry Hammick, Dennis Caudill, Tom Hoshikawa, Dan Nicholsen, Larry
Evans, Richard Turnbull, Larry Morris, Graham Dornan, Jim Lanman and Lloyd Bankson.
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Ladies Club News By Glenda Stone

57glendas@gmail.com

So here we are moving into November. It feels like fall arrived with a vengeance, doesn’t it? Ladies Club,
despite COVID-19, had a good year, full of golf, friends and laughter. We held our Ladies Club awards and
year-end closing meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, October 13. I don’t know. Maybe it was the day (13), but the
weather almost cooperated. We got half-way through the meeting before the lights went out. Luckily, I was able
to announce our winners for this year, but I want to share that information here as well. But before I do, I want
to share some interesting information with you first.
We had an amazing year filled with golf. I know the Golf Shop has noted an increase in golfers, but I see that as
well as I watch all the action on the course. It’s really nice to see. Ladies Club alone posted 409 rounds of golf
in May. The number increased in June to 426, and in July we had the most games posted with 490. August saw
a bit of a slow down to 414, and then in September we dropped down to 266 games posted. Seems to me the
weather was atrocious in September.
The following ladies led the charge to the course this past season. Astrid Ellefsen posted 179 games, Coralie
Watters 86, Penny Warren 72, Diann Pape 69, Sally Steffen 66, Patty Murphy 64, Laurie Peterson 62 and Mary
Lockwood 61. We do love golf here at Alderbrook!
Now for the winners for the 2020 Ladies Club golf season.
Club Championship was a well-attended two-day tournament in August. The 18 Green Tee Gross Champion is
Lorna Martinson. The 18 Green Net Champion is Kay Shin. The 18 Gold Tee Gross Champion is Susan Austin,
and the Net Champion is Becky Flannigan, who won in a playoff. The 9 Gold Tee Gross Champion is Lana
Clausen, and the Net Champion is Dawn Turnbull.
Captain’s Cup is a round robin single elimination tournament that runs June through early August. I heard of
several rounds going down to the last stroke. The 18 Green Tee winner is Katie Stull, and the runner up is Diann
Pape. The 18 Gold Tee winner is Colleen Taylor, and the runner up is Patty Murphy. The 9 Gold Tee winner is
Lana Clausen, and the runner up is Karen Aumend.
Monthly Medalist is a monthly game played throughout the season and ends with a playoff of monthly winners
in October. The 18 Green Tee winner is Michelle Watson. The 18 Gold winner is Linda Creswell, and the 9
Gold winner is Jackie Wattnem, who won in a scorecard playoff with Marcia Hawkins.
We like to recognize golfers who have improved their games during the season as well as those golfers with the
most Birdies and Pars. Most improved this season for 18 Green Tees is Kay Shin, 18 Gold is Becky Flannigan
and 9 Holes is Lisa Fluke. Par Queens this season are Marilyn Keller for the 18 Gold Tees and Jackie Wattnem
for the 9 Gold. Birdie Queen for the 18 Green Tees is Lorna Martinson, the 18 Gold is Julie Hinman, and the 9
Gold is Judy Hartford.
ECCIE — Each season players work to better their score on each hole. Scores are gleaned from turned-in
scorecards and electronically tracked, and as the season progresses, scores are updated in the system for each
player on each hole that has improved. Thank you, Karen Dobson, for tracking ECCIE this season.
18 Green
Division 1: 1st Place (four-way tie): Lorna Martinson, Carol Dunsire, Jan Fitzgerald and Marnie Hart.
Division 2: 1st Place: Coralie Watters; 2nd Place: Tie between Dee Bishop and Jan Weatherly.
Division 3: 1st Place: Elaine Puetz; 2nd Place: Mary Lockwood; 3rd Place: Judy White.
18 Gold
Division 1: 1st Place: Tie between Julie Hinman and Barb Roberts; 3rd Place: Colleen Taylor.
Division 2: 1st Place: Pat Johnson; 2nd Place: Tie between Penny Shelton and Karen Dobson.
Division 3: 1st Place: Rayni Lambert; 2nd Place: Patty Murphy; 3rd Place: Leona Klein.
9 Gold
Division 1: 1st Place: Peggy Willis; 2nd Place: Marcia Hawkins; 3rd Place: Lana Clausen.
Division 2: 1st Place: Tracey Lopez; 2nd Place: Jackie Wattnem; 3rd Place: LaVerna Taylor.
Division 3: 1st Place: Judy Hartford; 2nd Place Dawn Turnbull; 3rd Place Eileen Baumgartner.
Well done! Congratulations to everyone!
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How to Feed Hummingbirds in Cold Weather

Adapted from excerpts on the website hummingbirdmarket.com by Rhonda Westover
Winter is just around the corner, and cold nights are already here. The Rufous hummingbirds (little green
females and brown males with iridescent orange gorgets) are gone, headed to warmer climates. In their place,
the Anna’s hummingbirds (see stock photos) reside here for the winter. If you are also here for the winter,
please don’t take down your bird feeders! Anna’s hummingbirds don’t have flowers for food. They depend on
humans to make it through the winter.
Making the nectar solution is easy. You don’t need to buy it at the store, or use red food coloring, or even boil it.
Just find a 32 oz. container with a lid, add four cups hot water (from your faucet), add one cup of granulated
sugar (4:1 solution), close the jar and shake till the sugar dissolves. Keep any unused solution in your
refrigerator. Note: A nectar bottle, purchased at Wild Birds Unlimited in Olympia, is a wonderful gift for the
bird lover in your home.
The biggest concern when temperatures get cold is the nectar solution will freeze, which means no food at a
time when food is critical to survival. Hummingbirds go into torpor at night, similar to hibernation, to conserve
energy, and they need solution as soon as the sun comes up. As you are filling your feeder, make sure the
hummer has unobstructed access to the feeding ports.
Some steps to take to keep the nectar from freezing:
• Bring feeders indoors at night and set back out before sun up the next morning, or rotate feeders - bring
frozen feeders in to warm / defrost and rotate out with new filled feeders.
• Use a dome to protect from snow, sleet and ice.
• Position the feeder to protect from cold winds and exposure.
• Attach hand warmers to the feeder.
• Use hummingbird heaters overnight, attached to the bottom of the feeder, to keep the solution from freezing.
The “Hummer Hearth” was developed in Washington state with assistance of Wild Birds Unlimited stores.
Click www.hummerhearth.com more information.
• Use heat tape, such as used for preventing pipes from freezing.
• Place holiday lights around, above or below the feeder to keep the solution from freezing.
• Insulate with any fabric, such as an old sock, or an insulated bottle holder.
• Some suggest altering the sugar-water ratio for nectar, but most recommend a 1:4 ratio (sugar:water) to
satisfy nutritional needs.
Remember: Safety First! Any lights, heating tape or electrical devices present fire and electrocution dangers.
Only use electrical products and cords rated for exterior use. Do not use electric heating pads outdoors. Don’t
enclose lights or place a feeder too close to a heat lamp. It could ignite a fire or melt poor quality plastic
discount store feeders.

Photos courtesy of Wild Birds Unlimited
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Fall Treats at Alderbrook

No, not Halloween candy, but eye candy! If you live at
Alderbrook, you must have heard of the Great Blue Heron.
Seemingly they named it after a native. If you live at
Alderbrook, it’s also safe to say you’re not going to see one
of these native wetland birds unless you go down to Hood
Canal. WRONG! Our poor goldfish in the pond beside the
18th green are fewer than they were two weeks ago after an
October 15 visit by this iconic Puget Sound species. This
lovely visitor must have gotten so lost or so lame that it
decided to get a quick and easy meal courtesy of AGYC.
While we didn’t actually see him dive in, but why else would
he be standing there waiting for his dinner?

Michael Lopez, son of Mike and Tracey Lopez, harvests
a big bunch of carrots at the Community Garden on
October 15. Carrots are among the most popular and
nutritious of vegetables. Purple, red or white carrots
originally grew wild in Central Asia over 1,100 years
ago, and the orange carrots we know today were
developed by the Dutch in the 16th century. The
quintessential root vegetable, carrots are loaded with
vitamins and minerals and have been found to help
ward off cardiovascular disease and inhibit the growth
of cancer cells. The ancient Romans valued carrots as
an aphrodisiac, and Mae West famously said, “I never
worry about diets. The only carrots that interest me are
the number you get in a diamond.”

Another fine feast for the eyes comes at this time of year and can sometimes
be captured in the sunshine before being washed away by the rain. That would
be the intricate, wheeled-shaped “orb” webs that local garden spiders weave.
Seen in Curt and Linda Creswell’s garden on October 15, this silky gossamer
web is artistically and strategically positioned midair among some bee balm
seed pods, all the better to stop, trap and disable the spider’s dinner. Many
orb webs span gaps between objects that the spider could not cross by
crawling and are highly effective predatory contraptions. When the weather
cooperates, a spider can capture as many as 250 insects in a single day.

Photos courtesy of Linda Creswell and Tracey Lopez
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Making New Members Feel at Home!

By Judy Hartford, Chair of the Welcoming Committee
Greetings from the AGYC Welcoming Committee!
One of the best things about living at Alderbrook is the friendliness of neighbors. While the
novel Corona Virus has required us to cancel monthly Yacht Club potlucks and other large
group activities, it hasn’t diminished our spirit of community. Earlier this year, as the virus
became a serious health risk, our Welcoming Committee members were disappointed when
“stay home, stay healthy” protocols impacted our ability to personally greet new members
with a Welcome Bag. Like everyone else, we found ourselves involuntarily restricted from
visiting for several months. Now, as social distancing precautions are being relaxed a bit, we
have resumed our visits. And that is indeed welcome news (pun intended)!
Now, we need your help! Our community is growing fast, and we want to make sure we
New AGYC members
extend a warm AGYC welcome to all the homeowners who have moved into Alderbrook receive a Welcome
during the “lockdown months” of 2020. If you, or a neighbor, has moved into our
Bag chock full of
community this year and you have yet to receive a blue Welcome Bag from a member of goodies from the
our Welcoming Committee, please feel free to reach out to us. We are eager to catch up
Welcoming Committee.
with anyone we have yet to greet – and we don’t want to inadvertently miss anyone! Our
Welcome Bags contain lots of helpful information about our neighborhood, the town of Union, local merchants
and, of course, two unique discounts from our special neighbors at the bottom of the hill, Alderbrook Resort &
Spa as well as the Union City Marina.
We are so glad you are here, and we look forward to meeting you. Please call, text or email Judy Hartford at
425-301-9255 / jmhartford@comcast.net if you have not received a Welcome Bag from us. We look forward to
welcoming you soon! If you would like to help us welcome our new AGYC members, please join us at our next
meeting on Wednesday, November 11, at 10am at the
Clubhouse or contact Judy Hartford.

The merry band of masked Welcoming Committee members
meets at the Clubhouse on October 14. In case you don’t
recognize them, seated left to right are Judy Wilson, Judy
Hartford, Linda Wilson, Lynda Schwindt, Jan Coats and
Delores Barrett.

It’s hard enough to meet new members these days, but the
Fergusons, McAvinews and Strapacs find a way to host a
fireside get-together for their new neighbors in 48 degree
weather on October 25. Seated left to right, Kay
McAvinew, Tracy Battson (partially obscured) Jerry
McAvinew, Lee Ferguson, Rick Battson, Paul Strapac,
Ralph DeWitt, Karen DeWitt and Donna Strapac (back to
camera).

Photos courtesy of Sharon Ferguson, Judy Hartford and Jane Longan
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Community Announcements
Tips for Living with Black Bears in the Fall

News Release dated October 7, 2020, from the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Courtesy of Ron Warren
Fall is here, and Washington’s black bears are stocking up fat reserves for winter hibernation. When it comes to
finding food, black bears are opportunistic. They tend to choose foods with the highest number of calories,
which can bring them into proximity with people.
Officials understand that watching a bear can be an awe-inspiring experience but warn residents to avoid
attracting them to their homes or business. “Be pro-active to avoid attracting bears close to populated areas - it
helps keep you and them out of harm’s way,” said Rich Beausoleil, WDFW statewide bear and cougar
specialist. “Following these simple steps can prevent virtually all negative black bear interactions.”
Follow these five tips to avoid negative bear interactions this fall:
•

Always store garbage cans in a garage or sturdy building until collection day. Bears are smart and
opportunistic. If a garbage can is left out, they’ll find it. Put garbage out the morning of collection,
not the night before.

•

Remove bird feeders (seed and liquid) from porches, trees, and other accessible areas, and feed pets
inside. These feeders can inadvertently become easy, high-calorie attractants for bears. If they find it,
they may come back.

•

Pick and remove fruit from trees, even the highest branches. Bears love fruit and may climb trees to
get it, possibly damaging valuable branches. Also remove fallen fruit.

•

Don’t intentionally feed bears, deer, elk or other wild animals. Bears have great memories, so once
they find food, they’ll likely return and associate food with people. Anything a deer or elk will eat, a
bear will eat too. Once bears learn to connect people with food, they will likely return and that
increases the risk of a negative interaction.

Wildlife officials are asking homeowners to take the initiative even before spotting a bear near their home. If
people wait until they see a bear, it may be too late to prevent a negative outcome. Taking these steps before a
situation occurs is the best way to prevent risk to you and the bear.
A bear’s natural diet consists of natural foods such as blueberries (256 calories per pound) or huckleberries (166
calories per pound). Access to unnatural, high calorie foods, such as garbage, birdseed (1,750 calories), and
hummingbird feeders (3,200 calories), may delay a bear’s natural hibernation patterns. This is another important
reason to remove such items.

Those who have tried the recommendations listed above but are
still experiencing bear visitations should call 360 902-2936 to
report concerns to WDFW enforcement. In an emergency, call 911.
You can find more information about how to avoid conflict with
bears on WDFW’s webpage. Please contact 360-249-4628 if you
have questions regarding living with bears.
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Condolences
Maxine Baillie
We extend condolences to Richard Baillie and Denise Baillie Frisbie on the
death of their mother Maxine Baillie, and to Maxine’s two granddaughters and
one great granddaughter. Maxine passed away on October 22 at the Washington
Veterans Home in Port Orchard where she had been living since earlier this
year. She was 91 and originally was from Akron, Ohio, but grew up in West
Virginia. Maxine met her husband, Buck, a Navy fighter pilot who predeceased
her, in California and married him on Veterans Day. They moved to Union in
1974 and joined AGYC in 1979. After Buck’s death, Maxine was devoted to
her good friend Bill, and he was devoted to her.
An active member of Ladies Club, Maxine loved to play golf, and, if she wasn’t playing golf, she loved to talk
about golf. She knew the Rules of Golf inside and out, disliked ready golf and was a stickler for following
Honors at each hole. She served as adviser to the Ladies Nine Hole Group for several years, helped out around
the Pro Shop in the 1980s and also worked at the old Alderbrook Inn as a waitress for several decades. Perhaps
her two most impressive golfing accomplishments were making a hole-in-one in 1999 and shooting an 82 when
she was 83! Along with foraging for mushrooms, one of her favorite pastimes was hunting for golf balls after a
tournament. She also loved to go to the Little Creek Casino for the Seafood Bar and then play her $5 in the slot
machines. Many people called her “mom,” and she will be missed by many people long into the future. No
service is planned.

New AGYC Members
A warm welcome to our new AGYC members who joined us last month.
Matthew and Aimee Brown
31 E Westwood Lane E
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address:
PO Box 64311
University Place, WA 98464

Roger and Teresa Speer
200 E Country Club Lane E
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address: 10732 E Raintree Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
Randall and Clara Stark
721 E Vine Maple Lane
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address: 14709 156th Street E
Orting, WA 98360

Jeffrey and Alicia Dalseg
121 E Vine Maple Lane
Union, WA 98592
Edward and Nicolette Kilwien
791 E Country Club Drive E
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address: 7103 NE 165th Street
Kenmore, WA 98028

Charles Williams and Shannon Harris
1010 E Vine Maple Lane
Union, WA 98592
Mailing Address: 16404 SE Newport Way
Bellevue, WA 98006

Aaron and Michele Nix
1650 E Manzanita Drive
Union, WA 98592

17

AGYC Foremast

November 2020

AGYC November 2020 Calendar
Sunday, November 1 at 2am: Pacific Daylight Savings Times ends. Fall backward one hour.
Wednesday, November 4, 11 and 18. EPAC meeting at 4pm.
Saturday, November 7: The Organics Collection Site opens from 10am to 12pm for the last time in 2020.
Monday, November 9: Building & Architectural Committee meeting at 2pm via Zoom.
Tuesday, November 10: Strategic Planning Committee at 4pm at the Clubhouse.
Wednesday, November 11: Welcoming Committee meeting at 10am at the Clubhouse. Veterans Day.
Thursday – Sunday, November12-15: The Masters Tournament.
Saturday, November14: Environment Committee meeting at 10am via Zoom.
Monday, November 16: Board of Directors monthly meeting at 6pm via Zoom.
Thursday, November 19: House & Facilities Committee at 10am at the Wickiup.
Thursday, November 26: Thanksgiving.
NOTES: The Clubhouse restaurant is open with a limited menu and daily specials from Tuesday through
Saturday from 10am to 6pm. COVID-19 restrictions are in effect.
Other committees may meet in November. If you are interested in attending, please check with the committee
chair or watch for an email blast.

A tremendous Thank You for your donation
to the Karen Hilburn Cancer Fund!!!!
With YOUR donation, Alderbrook Golf & Yacht Club
raised almost $8,000.00 for the Fund!
We are grateful for your generosity
in this year of change and challenge.
We look forward to continuing to work together
for Mason County cancer patients and their providers in 2021.
May Your Health and Happiness Shine Brightly On!

Karen Hilburn & the KHCF Board
October 2020
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AGYC Annual
Toy Drive
Toys can be dropped off December 1-14
at the AGYC Clubhouse.
Items for all age children are needed but
often older children are forgotten. Please
keep them in mind as you shop for gift
giving. Thank you for your generosity.
Toys will be distributed to families in
need by Love INC Mason County.
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Salon at Union Square

310 E. Dalby Rd, Suite 40, Union, WA

Hair:

Men’s and Women’s Cuts; Color;
Highlights; Lowlights

Skin Care: Now offering Microdermabrasion. Exfoliate

your skin and clear the way for younger,
healthier skin. Improve the appearance of sun
damage, wrinkles, fine lines, age spots, acne
scarring and other skin-related concerns

Hair Stylist: Kay Shin
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